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Janhafy‘24,”1993

Honorable Congresaman Michael Bilirakisa
4111 Land of Lakes.Boulévard

Suite 306 :

Land of Lakea, Fl1 34639

bDear Congresaman Bilirakia,

1 am writing you about a propoased rule change under
‘consideration by the F.C.C.. The changes are listed under
PR Docket 92-235.

I have been an avid model airplane enthusiaat aince my
childhood. As a father, . I introduced my 6 children to the
modeling hobby. My two sons and I atill get together on
Sundays for a day of flying and a get together of our
familiea. Thisa is a family oriented hobby that has proven a
great joy toc myaelf and my family for over 50 years.

Thia activity haa proven to be one of the moat rewarding
experiences of my life. In addition to enjoying all the many
faceta of constructing and flying model aircraft, the fact
that my family atill geta together every Sunday for a day of
flying haa kept our family close over the yeara and been a
great sasource of joy for me.

I am alac a club member of the Tampa Radio Control Aircraft
Club. Not only are we a valuable aocurce for the monitoring of
the many msafety aapecta relating to our hobby, but we alsac
are quite active in our community. Every year we are a big
participant in the childrena fesgstival at the University of
South Florida. We alaoc have " Field Days" at our site for the
Boy Scouts,Big Brothers, as well as handicapped and
disadvantaged children. QOur club is certainly not unique when
it comea to community activities and combined with the over
2@ cluba located in the atate, we are a amall but valuable
azzet to our atate.

The proposed rule change being considered by the F.C.C. will
have a profound effect on the continuation of this wonderful
hobby of model aviation. Our radio control frequencies are in
the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is primarily used private
land mobile digspatch operations. However, our radio
frequencies in this band are far enough apart from the land
moblile fregquencies that we have been able to share the band
without either use interfering with the other.

"How the F.C.C. wants to create more land mobile frequencies
by aplitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging
the band plan. A=z a result, many land mobile frequencies will
nove closer to the radio freguencies and cause interterence
to radio control operations. I am told that of the 5@
frequencies that are presently available for radio control
model airplanea, only 19 frequenciez will be letft 1t thesas
new rules are adopted.
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~Over the 5@ yéars I have been asgociated with this -radie~
controlled hobby, the 'F.C.C. has classified our use of
frequencies as secondary to commercial activities. - Due to
this fact, the modellng industry and modelers have had to
change frequency use numerous tlmes due .to the F. c.c.
allowing commercial -or primary frequency ugers to Lompromise
or interfere with the frequencies the F.C.C. had given to us.
Although the modelxng induatry, the Academy of Model e
Aeronautics, the Sport Flyers Aasociation and the modellng
members have tried to have the F.C.C. clasaify our use of the
freguenciea from secondary to primary, the F.C.C. has failed
to act upon thiae regqueast and has left our trequency uge asg
secondary to primary or commercial uase.

Thise has coat the modeling industry and modeling members
milliions of dollara over the yearas in petitioning the F.C.C.
for different frequencies, changing the radio controlled
equipment, and the cost of all these changes has been at the
expense and safety of the modeling community and the
gpectators that also enjoy this hobby.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go
to great lengths to asaure the safety of the operators and
bystanders as well as the protection of property. Many of our
safety precautions involve the careful coordination and use
of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable
frequencies is diminished as proposed by the F.C.C., the
remaining frequencies will become congeasted and the margin of
safety will be reduced.

Please understand that many models have wingspans up to 19
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are expensive to build; but to be blunt, they are capable of
cauasing property damage, serious injury, or even death if

radio interference causes the operator to lose control of the

aircraft. We often fly our models at organized events where

hundreds of participants and spectators are present. We need

the full use of our entire complement of radio frequencies in

order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it wise of the F.C.C. to seek to improve the
aoperating conditions of land mobile radio users at the
expenge of radio control modelers. The F.C.C.,in its
infinite wiadom, has failed to classify the modeling industry
aa primary users of these frequencies even though
interference caused by primary users, in this case land
mobile radio uasrs, could cause the loas of radio-control
to our aircraft which are capable of speeds in excess of 200
M.P.H. and weigh aa much as 55 pounds. If the F.
conaliders the interference to one of our radio-controlled
aircraft which ia capable of property damags, injury, etc.
aecondaxy to the use of a land mobile radio user such as a
ager, beeper, etc. which cannot cause any property damage,
1jury,ete. then I think our Congressmen and Senators should
ste; in and insure the safety of persaons and property ot the
persons Lhey represent by having the F.C.C. designate our
trequancy use as primary users and not secondary.

The hobby of model aviation is a multir-million dollar



ihddstry.'ue have overlla'hoﬁby shdﬁsfthat'are‘auppdfted‘by
modelera in the Tampa area alone. The attendant rise in

the cost of radio equipment that can operate safely under the
new proposals will result in equipment prices that will be
beyond the means of the average modeler. The new proposals
will forece thousanda of modelera out of the hobby with all
the attendant lossea being suffered by hobby shops,
diatributora and manufacturers. In these troubled times, gé
muat not allow the collapae of this wonderful hobby. which has
served us ao well with all the outstanding role models and
good deeda performed by ita participantsa.

Please help me continue the asafe enjoyment of my paatime by
not allowing the F.C.C. to carry out its proposals for the 72
- 75 MHz band and to change the statua of our uae from
secondary to primary frequency uae thereby inasuring that
there will not be any frequency interference problems in the
future.
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